
The Epistle to the Romans
Study 9
Romans 5

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 

4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

For a new believer lacking assurance of salvation is a common experience.  But the question is:  If we have truly repented and trusted our Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, are we really saved?
The security of our salvation is something that is objective.  It is objective because it is objective from God’s standpoint.  Our redemption is already secured.  Christ has paid for the penalty of our sins on the cross of Calvary.  Nothing is going to change that fact.  But some teach that after we believe we have to maintain our salvation.  If we don’t maintain it we can lose it.  What this teaching is saying is that one day we are spiritually alive and are children of God because we are walking close to Him.  But on another day we can be spiritually dead and stop being children of God and become children of the devil because we are not walking close to the Lord.  Can this be the case?

No, of course not.  The security of our salvation from God’s standpoint is objective.  How we feel or think on any day cannot change the fact that we are saved.

In chapters 3 & 4,  Paul teaches very clearly that salvation is by faith alone and not by any good works.  The Jews then contend that if that be the case what about the maintenance of his salvation?  Since his salvation is secure, does it mean he can do anything he likes and he will still not lose his salvation.  The Jews were accusing him of teaching that Christians should do evil so that good may come.  Paul dismissed this accusation by clearly stating that God will judge justly.  He will treat evil as evil.  Sinners will be punished for their evil, even though He may overrule evil and bring good out of the evil.  Later on in the book of Romans we shall see that Paul teaches clearly if we are true believers we will not want to sin anymore because we are no longer servants of sin.

Now, the Jews’ next argument against Paul’s teaching could be this:  All right since Christians should not do evil after they have received their salvation, they must now do good to maintain their salvation.  If they don’t they can lose it.  This means that the security of a Christian’s salvation is as valid as the Christian is faithful. If he is not faithful he can say goodbye to his salvation.  Paul says, No! Our salvation is assured.  The maintenance of our salvation is not based on our faithfulness to God.  A Christian does not live in uncertainty about his salvation.  The maintenance of our salvation is based entirely on the faithfulness of God.

Paul gives a few reasons why we cannot be separated from God after we have come to believe in the Lord.

1.    V 1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 


Qn:  Why does Paul use the word “Therefore” here?

........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Why is the peace here said to be objective?  What is this peace?
........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Based on this peace established by the Lord Jesus Christ, how can our salvation be assured?  (Think in terms of faithfulness and the person maintaining our salvation)

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What is the relation between this objective peace and the subjective peace a believer may have?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Why should God make peace with us?   What should our response be when we think of this truth:  Romans 8:38-39, "For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

2. V 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  2   By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Qn: In verse 2, what do we stand in that gives us security in our salvation?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  How do we regard God if we doubt the security of our salvation?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Paul says, “By whom ….. (we) ….. rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  What is the relation between the promise of this hope of the glory of God that the believer can rejoice in and the security of his salvation?
........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

3. V 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 

4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:  
Qn:  What is hope able to do for us when we are facing tribulations?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What do tribulations with hope produce in us?
........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What does patience produce?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

4. V 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

Experience produces hope.  It appears Paul has gone full circle in talking about hope.  But this hope that he talks about is greater than the hope he referred in verse 2.  This hope is greater.  He says in 

V 5 And hope maketh not ashamed…….   This hope does not disappoint.  It will not bring dishonour or shame.  The hope will surely be fulfilled.
Qn:  Why does not this hope make ashamed?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  How does this action of the Holy Spirit (shedding abroad in our hearts the love of God) guarantee us our salvation?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

5. V 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

“without strength” – weak, helpless, feeble

“in due time” – a fit time, in the fullness of time (Gal 4:4)

“commendeth” – manifests in a wonderful manner
Qn:  Paraphrase the 3 verses.

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn: Based on verse 6, can we really make a decision to receive Christ?  Think on the line of this truth:  Ephesians 2:1, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;"  Ephesians 2:5, "Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)"  
........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

6. V 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

Qn:  Based on the previous assurances, peace established by our Lord Jesus Christ between us and God, the position of grace we stand in, the promise of the hope in glory and the possession of God’s love, our salvation is already guaranteed.  The phrase ‘much more then’ means what follows these four assurances are even more overwhelming and significant.  What is so overwhelming in guaranteeing our salvation?  What are we saved from?  If we are not saved where is the ultimate place we are heading to?
........................................................................................................................................................

7. V 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

Qn: What reconciled us to God?

........................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  What is it that ‘much more’ keeps us reconciled to Him?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

8. V 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
Qn:  If we are guaranteed of our salvation, having received the atonement through our Lord Jesus Christ, what should our response be?

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................
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